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Dear Friends,
“I don’t know if I will ever get over 2020.” I’ve heard this many times. It will be a year that sticks with many of us for a variety
of reasons. There are others that want to put it behind them and move on, choosing to not dwell on a rough year.
But something made me think about 2020 in a new light. Our Senior Adult Education Manager, Michelle Delvo
received a letter from one of her students that recently graduated. And it made me think about 2020 in a new light.
Her student wrote:
“I apologize for saying this from my heart, but the reason for my lack of education is that I had an extremely
traumatized life, so that I could never focus on my education. I have been to the emergency room from injuries as a
child over 20 times. I never had love nor encouragement as a child to learn as much I dreamed to. It broke my heart
that the people in my life that were supposed to love me and others, hurt me the most. I feel extremely guilty for
telling you this, but the ride you arranged for me to take a GED test warmed my heart. And I know this is too much
to say, but I respect and love you so much for my education.
You gave me encouragement to be a better man. I was scared to tell you, but people like you – kind and loving give
me another reason to live. From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank you and all teachers for the struggle and
love that you give and for your passion in life. I’m crying while writing this. And although I don’t know you personally,
but truly from my heart, I love you so much for the passion for what you do. Its teachers and people like you that
sacrifice so much and give so much that have a special place in my heart. Thank you and all teachers who take time
to give so much and expect so little. Your love and belief in me gave me more than my cold and distant family, that I
wish I never knew, ever did at a late age. And you will have a place in my heart for the kind of passion I want in life.”
Powerful. First, this shows the sort of devotion that Michelle and the rest of our team have in working with our students.
It is a testament to the work that SVSF does in the community, work that cannot be done without dedication and a strong
conviction that they can change someone’s life.
But it also made me think about how people view last year. For a lot of people, 2020 was a traumatizing year and each of us
have different ways of coping. This includes “putting it away”, setting aside the pain and sadness, so that they can function
and get on with their life. Now compare that with a child, now a man, who was sent to the hospital 20 times from abuse.
He had to “put it away”, so that he could function. But the trauma and the scars are still there, just waiting for someone with
compassion and faith in him to come into his life. So that he could truly move on, heal and discover another side of himself.
Looking at 2020 from his point of view, it may have been the best year of his life.
So yes, for a lot of us 2020 was difficult and we’ll remember it. But was it really as difficult as other people’s sufferings?
Instead of “putting it away”, isn’t it better instead to see it as a time to remember that someone, somewhere has a heavier
burden? It’s time to remember to count our blessings and seek out how we can help others to lift their heavy loads.
That’s why SVSF is here and what we are doing for our community. We hope you will join us.
Warmest regards,
Diane Renaud, Executive Director/CEO
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SPOTLIGHT

Riley Brock

“When I was searching for help to obtain
my GED, I was directed to the website for
St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center. It
was at their website that I found the
information to connect with their staff
to register for their program. Their Adult
Education Manager, Tracie Peller,
worked very hard to assist me to achieve my goal. Now that I have
my GED, I am feeling very accomplished. My plans are to register at
Northwestern Technological Institute for their HVAC program. The
advice I would give to anyone that is struggling to complete their
high school education is try your best by giving it your all and have
faith in God.”

SVSF is pleased to announce
our partnership with the

Arab American and Chaldean Council

Bridging
the Digital

Divide

One of the most important elements of
education that has emerged during the COVID pandemic is that there
is a “digital divide” for low-income families. This means that without
technology or internet services, low-income families were unable to
continue their education from home, children and adults alike.
As noted in the December Reflections mailing, our friends at
Eastown Distributors provided Chromebooks and technology
packages to all of our children.
Now, SVSF is very pleased to announce that we will be distributing
more than 300 laptops to our adult students through our partners at
Detroit at Work. Further, for those that qualify that are on assistance,
we will also be providing 200 “hotspots”, enabling them to have free
internet in their homes.

Virtual

Graduation

Regrettably due to COVID, the
2021 Celebrate the Center has been canceled.
However, we are pleased to announce that a

Virtual Graduation will be held for 2020 GED Graduates
on

May 22 at 1:00 p.m.

ACC is the premier non-profit human service organization providing
services to the Middle Eastern and mainstream communities in
Southeast Michigan. As a bridge of understanding, ACC maximizes
the skills, resources and expertise of the community to building
cooperation and understanding, including through education, as
well as delivering human services, counseling and opportunities,
such as employment training and placement. They invited SVSF
to be part of that process, by providing Adult Education support to
their clients, including helping them to obtain their GED.

We are proud to partner with such an
extraordinary organization and to
serve another pathway in our community.

In this way, students can still celebrate their hard work and
achievement, while their families and friends can watch safely.
If you are interested in joining us, the Zoom Link is:
https://zoom.us/j/91407991245?pwd=
RnVoUEd2YTNsK1hTSzhlV1hKYWNyZz09
Meeting ID: 914 0799 1245
Passcode: 573068
This event will be held via SVSF’s new

Kenneth A. Monicatti Virtual Learning Center,
which was generously donated by the

Andrew Blank and Beth Monicatti-Blank
Family Foundation.
We are grateful for their support, which will enable us to
host this important event for our graduates!

Valuable

Volunteers!

The Center would not be able to explore new directions, without our
amazing volunteers. Nor would we be able to serve the more than
1,000 families that we help each year — they make it possible!
Their commitment and caring for our students is a daily reminder of
how a simple kindness to another, can make a lifetime of difference.
We are enormously grateful to our volunteers, who are celebrating
special anniversaries of giving from the heart

5 Year Anniversaries
Vince Licari
Frank (Francis) Moran
Jennifer Notarantonio
Maurine Sillman

10 Year Anniversary
David Collins

20 Years and
Counting…

For 20 years, Renee Pouget has been at the
heart of the Center. As the Chief Financial
Officer, Renee has provided the lifeblood that
keeps the Center operational, day in and day
out. She has demonstrated a devotion to the
health of SVSF that has been nothing short of
amazing. She has ensured that our income-tax, grant audits
and all other financial filings are stellar, in addition to managing
all financial aspects of the Center.
She works 24/7 making sure that the fiscal management of SVSF is
flawless, as well as insurance, benefit management and a slew of
other things to keep the Center operating at peak capability. Her
devotion to the organization and its mission are awe-inspiring. She
consistently looks out for the best interest of her colleagues, students,
volunteers and vendors. Renee serves with a pure heart, going far
beyond her job description on a daily basis and we count our blessings
that she is such an important part of our family.

Thanks for 20 years of service Renee!

easy ways to Help
make a

Change

It’s easy to be part of all of the positive changes in the Center
and help in ways you may not have considered before.

AmazonSmile – Think of SVSF when you are shopping and Help
Our Students! Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center whenever
you shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com).
Charity Motors – Donate your vehicle and you can designate the proceeds
to the SVSF Center. Visit www.charitymotors.org for more information.
Ask your employer – Does your employer have an Employee Giving/
Matching Gift program? A volunteer group? Give grants to non-profits?
Or are there employee activities such as a jean day that raise money? Ask
how St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center can be included.
Check with your place of worship – Many faith communities have funds
that they designate to community efforts.
Designate us for Busch and Kroger Community Rewards programs
– log on to their websites and select St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center to
receive a donation from your grocery shopping.
Leave a Legacy – Consider St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center in your
estate planning, to leave a gift that keeps on giving. We can help.
Call Kevin Lill at (313) 535-9200, extension 3109.
Monetary donations – We rely on donations to operate. Your contribution
is not only tax-deductible, it also directly supports our programs. Your gift
will help our kids to succeed in school and make our adults more employable,
which has economic impact for our entire community – both now and in the
future. We are able to accept secure donations on our website too!
In-kind - Visit our website at www.svsfcenter.org – We have a variety of
needs. Something as simple as a roll of paper towel or batteries can help
off-set operating costs.
United Way designation – If you or your company participate in the
annual United Way campaign, you can designate your gift toward St. Vincent
and Sarah Fisher Center.
Volunteer – It doesn’t take a lot of time to make a difference. And we have
a variety of ways that you can help. Whether it is tutoring, administrative
assistance, or publicity and marketing, your assistance is appreciated.
Call us at (313) 535-9200 or visit www.svsfcenter.org and learn more
about how you can contribute to change.

Our Mission – We provide educational programs, basic skill
building and academic enhancement for at-risk children and adults,
designed to build self-sufficiency skills for academic and employment
success, personal achievement and dignity.

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Facebook is a wonderful way to stay connected to all of the announcements and
activities of the Center. Help us expand our social network by “liking” us!
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For more information, please call us at (313) 535-9200
or visit www.svsfcenter.org.

Special Thanks to Crain’s Detroit for selecting St. Vincent and

Sarah Fisher Center as a finalist for Crain’s 2020 Best Managed Non-Profit
for our response to the COVID crisis. There were a lot of organizations that
stepped up during the crisis to help the community, so this honor is
especially important in recognizing the hard work of the SVSF Team!

